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To participate to the Acceleration Programme aimed at preparing 

European SMEs and start-ups to approach Canada (04-09/21) 

& 

To participate to the mission to Canada (Fall 2021) 

for European SMEs and start-ups 

interested in Canada Autonomous Driving market 
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NOTE: the application has to be submitted through the online tool: 

>> CLICK HERE << 

 
 

 
This document is part of the project INTonomous project which has received 

funding from the European Union’s COSME Programme (2014-2020) - Grant 

Agreement No 951191 
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Acronyms and useful definitions and references 

• Automotive market: companies and organisations involved in the design, 

development, manufacturing, marketing, and selling of motor vehicles. 

i.e. automakers, solutions and service providers, system integrators, etc. 

• COSME: EU programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and Small 

and Medium-sized Enterprises 

• EU: European Union 

• ESCP-4i: European Cluster Partnerships for Going International 

• Internationalisation: within the scopes of COSME and INTonomous 

project, it is intended as the development of business and technological 

opportunities in extra-EU countries. For this Call, the internationalisation 

opportunities regard Canada. 

• INTonomous: Internationalisation for Autonomous Driving actors 

• INTonomous Network: SMEs and start-ups participating to the INTonomous 

Acceleration and Internationalisation programmes, selected through the 

project open calls 

• INTonomous Value chains: groups of SMEs and start-ups with 

complementary technologies, services and products aimed to a certain 

target market 

• Autonomous Driving Segments in Canada: 

o  Public and private investments 

o Technology transfer  

o Testing opportunities  

 

• Target Markets in Canada: 

o Traffic management 

o Demand management 

o Clean fuel and low emission vehicles’ related solutions 
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1. An overview 

1.1. About INTonomous 

Internationalisation for Autonomous Driving Actors (INTonomous) is a 24-

month project started in September 2020 and aimed at supporting the 

launch, the initial implementation and the first development of the 

INTonomous Internationalisation Strategy. 

It takes input from MobiGoIn Internationalisation Strategy, developed by 

some of the partners of this partnership in a previous project that received 

funding from the European Union’s COSME Programme (2014-2020). 

MobiGoIn strategy was tested during the MobiGoIn-Action project aimed at 

Smart Mobility companies from Europe interested in the USA-Canadian and 

Chinese-Singaporean Smart Cities and Automotive markets.  

Given its success, its lessons-learned and the good partnership developed by 

the partners, a new Consortium was formed to continue improving the 

internationalisation strategy and to test it in a new area: Autonomous Driving. 

The project gathers now 6 European Automotive & ICT clusters: Autoklastr 

(Czech Republic), Baden-Württemberg: Connected e.V. (Germany), Media 

Evolution (Sweden), NextMove (Mov’eo, France), Torino Wireless (Italy), and 

Zone Cluster (Hungary). 

 

During the INTonomous project, these clusters will test and carry out a first 

implementation of INTonomous Internationalisation Strategy in three 

identified Target countries: 1. USA, 2. Canada and 3. United Arab Emirates.  

 

INTonomous will build partnerships with international stakeholders and 

support European Autonomous Driving SMEs and start-ups in initiating 

business collaborations in Autonomous driving target markets. 

This call addresses the Canada Acceleration & Internationalisation 

Programme to be delivered from April to September 2021, following this 

process: 

 

 

 

http://www.mobigoin.com/
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INTonomous objectives are to: 

• Build a European collaborative network of SMEs based on opportunities on all 

sectors and topics related to autonomous driving, technological and 

commercial complementarity, and developing European competitiveness  

• Give opportunities to these SME's to better understand identified strategic 

international markets and train them to access these countries (1. Canada, 2. 

USA, 3. United Arab Emirates)  

• Organise for them targeted business missions to the selected countries and 

give them the opportunity to understand the market on real site as well as to 

access strategic key players and relevant partners 

1.2. Autonomous Driving focus 

 

INTonomous targets European SMEs and start-ups with solutions, services and 

applications relevant for the Canadian Autonomous driving market. The selected SMEs 

will meet the traffic management, demand management, and low emission 

transportation challenges. They will look to attract public and private investments and 

identify technology transfer and testing opportunities in the target country. 

 

EU SMEs are usually working on various fields related to Automated Driving, addressing 

the needs of Level 1, 2 and 3 automation (solutions to enhance the quality of driving 

such as cruise control, assisted steering and acceleration, monitoring of operations 

based on LiDAR, etc.), but they also develop innovative solutions addressing levels 4 

and 5 (Driver monitoring and transition phases, HMIs, Vehicle-Driver and Vehicle-

Environment interactions, V2V, V2X, etc.). 

 

Among the major sub-topics where the EU companies are actives, we have: 

- ADAS 

- Driver monitoring 

- Innovative HMIs 

- AI based solutions 

- Testing and validation algorithms 

- Radar, Lidar and sensors 

- Virtual environments for simulation purpose 

- V2V & V2X communication 

- Data management & Cybersecurity 

- Vehicles/VRUs interactions 

- Autonomous mobility services 

- Autonomous vehicles for last mile delivery, Autonomous trucks and logistics 

- Parking management 

- Drones 

 

This is an open list that could welcome other Autonomous Driving solutions that meets 

the Canadian market needs. 

 

The SMEs and start-ups participating to the INTonomous Acceleration and 

Internationalisation programmes will compose the INTonomous Network. 
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1.3. The INTonomous approach 

INTonomous aims at supporting the development of European SMEs and start-

ups’ internationalisation strategy through concrete potential technological and 

business partnerships and opportunities. In specific by: 

 

• Creating an innovative European Value Chain 

INTonomous believes that, at an international level, the main strengths of 

European SMEs are: innovation, diversity and complementarity. INTonomous will 

leverage on these elements to build a European innovative value system 

covering the identified Autonomous driving segments. Based on each target 

country’s needs and requirements, different INTonomous value chains will be 

created for each Target Market. This will be carried out by taking into 

consideration the competences and solutions offered by the companies within 

INTonomous Network, meaning the companies (SMEs and start-ups). 

 

Furthermore, the project aims at creating a joint communication and marketing 

strategy for each value chain in order to promote INTonomous solutions and 

technologies “as a whole”. An online tool presenting a catalogue of the main 

competences of the INTonomous participating companies will be created on 

the project website, allowing foreign entities, companies, potential customers 

and investors to find out the best solutions offered by INTonomous Network. 

 

• Preparing and training companies 

The project supports companies by offering an Acceleration Programme, which 

consists in a portfolio of support services aimed at preparing SMEs to approach 

an international (extra-EU) market. The content of these services will be tailored 

according to the profile of the companies participating in the Acceleration 

Programme, which will be selected through this Open Call. 

A set of different activities will be offered according to SMEs’ different maturity 

levels towards internationalisation (as described in paragraph 2.3). 

 

• Developing strategic partnership in new third markets through business missions 

Taking advantage of strategic partners located both in Europe and the targeted 

third countries (USA, Canada and United Arab Emirates), INTonomous will 

promote SMEs’ solutions, expertise and competences at international level; 

companies will participate to tailored international missions that will facilitate the 

contacts and dialogues with new international commercial and/or 

technological partners. 

 

As mentioned, INTonomous offers these opportunities to European SMEs and start- 

ups through 2 different but interrelated programmes: An Acceleration 

programme and an Internationalisation Programme. SMEs can access these 

Programmes by participating to this call. 
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1.4.  Market opportunities in Canada 

 
Canada’s vehicle production in 2019 amounted to 2 million units assembled, while 

the country is part of an integrated Great Lakes automotive supercluster, a mega 

marketplace with over 141 million consumers. At an international scale, Canada gives 

European SMEs access to 500 million consumers via the North American Free Trade 

Agreement (NAFTA), and the daily two-way good trade between Ontario and US in 

2018 is for instance valued at over $1 billion CAD. 300 million Asian consumers are 

within reach via the CPTPP, without mentioning EU consumers through the CETA. 

Canada is therefore part of top 10 in Forbes’ Best Countries for Business thanks to 

unique market access, low corporate taxes, generous investment incentives and 

highly skilled workforce. (Government of Canada, Automotive investment attraction, 

July 2020). 

 

Canada is home to the 10 largest global suppliers and 700 part suppliers in Automotive 

Manufacturing, while there is also 20 000 ICT companies and 5000+ start-ups active in 

the country. Ontario builds on the strong presence of the Automotive & Mobility 

industry in the province, with no less than 250 companies working on autonomous 

vehicle technologies. There are also very promising start-ups supported by active 

incubators and accelerators such as Catalyst 137. In Quebec, the automotive sector 

represents 32,000 jobs and more than 600 companies, while Greater Montreal is on the 

cutting edge of artificial intelligence with a unique ecosystem (Huawei, Thalès, 

Google, Samsung, DeepMind, IBM, Facebook, Microsoft). Greater Montréal has been 

named in 2016 Intelligent Community of the Year by the Intelligent Community Forum 

and is home to ambitious Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) projects. There’s a 

whole ecosystem open to collaborate with and accelerate SMEs: Propulsion Québec, 

Innovative Vehicle Institute (IVI), Incubation and Acceleration Centre for Intelligent 

Mobility in Laval (CIAMIL). 

 

 

This autonomous vehicle ecosystem is strongly supported by the federal and provincial 

authorities (Réseau d’innovation pour les véhicules automatisés (RIVA) de l’Ontario et 

Deloitte Canada, Forces, enjeux et possibilités de l’écosystème de l’automobile et de 

la mobilité en Ontario, October 2020). 

 

The National Research Council-Industrial Research Assistance Programme (NRC-IRAP) 

provides advice, relationship building and financial support to small and medium-

sized enterprises so they can further innovate and commercialize their ideas.  

 

Ontario government planned to allocate $85 billion over 5 years to support R&D in the 

field of autonomous vehicle technologies through the flagship initiative Autonomous 

Vehicle Innovation Network (AVIN).  Funding opportunities are numerous across the 

country: as part of the Innovation and Skills Plan, Canada is investing $1.26 billion in 

high growth sectors via the Strategic Innovation Fund, including the automotive sector. 

Besides, the $125 million Pan-Canadian Artificial Intelligence Strategy is linking 

together the leading research centers in Edmonton, Montreal and Toronto. 

 

The private sector is also investing heavily in the CAV field. In all, companies in the 

Automotive & Mobility sector have invested $1 billion in R&D activities since 2016. 

Moreover, the combined federal and Ontario government tax credits can reduce 

https://catalyst-137.com/
https://propulsionquebec.com/en/
https://www.ivisolutions.ca/en/
https://www.mobiliteintelligente.com/en/
https://www.mobiliteintelligente.com/en/
https://www.avinhub.ca/
https://www.avinhub.ca/
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R&D costs by 40 to 50%. Quebec is equally home to generous R&D tax credits, and 

can put forward competitive operating costs and incentives.  

 

Besides, Ontario and Quebec also have a multiple and diverse testing environment 

with varied demographics to ensure robust solutions. In Ottawa, Area X.O initiative is a 

test environment with cutting-edge telecommunications and networking 

infrastructures that makes it the first integrated test facility of its kind in North America. 

In Quebec, the Clovis project wants to enable innovators from Europe or Asia to test 

and demonstrate the validity of their solution in a North American context. Just as 

closed-circuit tests (TRL-5) validate the security of the solution (and obtain certification 

accordingly), real-world tests (TRL-6) will validate the performance of their solution. The 

certification that will follow will accelerate the deployment of innovations in North 

America.  

 

 

 

In terms of areas of excellence, R&D in Ontario focuses on innovation in 

telecommunications and freight transportation. The importance of the latter area has 

been further multiplied with the health crisis: self-driving capabilities using middle-mile 

logistics in business-to-business e-commerce are gaining ground as demand for e-

commerce capabilities increases (see Gatik). 

 

Other areas of growth in research are identifiable, such as Artificial Intelligence (Vector 

Institute), cybersecurity (Blackberry QNX software), advanced vehicle manufacturing 

and autonomous functionality (University of Waterloo), blockchain, privacy 

enhancement technologies (Cryptonumerics). Wireless communications and 5G 

networks (Bell, Rogers, Telus) are also a major theme, for example with the ENCQOR 

project, a partnership between Canada, Quebec, Ontario to make 5G networks 

accessible to SMEs, researchers and the academic community. 

 

Quebec is positioning itself in the following areas of expertise: 

- Lidar (LeddarTech), detection sensors and optics  

- Communication system  

- Detection and driving assistance system  

- Analysis and control system  

- Digital intelligence (AI, data management) 

- Experience / User interface  

- Digital twin 

- Virtual simulation (systems and situation) 

- testing (living labs) 

- Functional safety 

- Cybersecurity 

- Platooning 

- off-road vehicle 

- Smart infrastructure 

- Fleet management and optimization 

 

 

 
 

https://areaxo.com/
https://gatik.ai/
https://vectorinstitute.ai/
https://vectorinstitute.ai/
https://blackberry.qnx.com/en
https://uwaterloo.ca/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cryptonumerics/?originalSubdomain=ca
https://www.bell.ca/Mobility/Our_network/5G
https://www.rogers.com/5g
https://www.telus.com/en/mobility/network
https://www.encqor.ca/
https://www.encqor.ca/
https://leddartech.com/
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2. Open call 
 

The open call is focused in gathering the European companies interested in 

internationalisation opportunities in Canada regarding the Autonomous 

driving markets. 

 

The selected companies will first participate in a series of training and 

coaching activities (through webinars) aimed at preparing the companies 

to approach the target markets, providing internationalisation competences 

and skills, market trends analysis, and focused information about market 

entry and how to better approach a potential buyer/partner. 

The acceleration activities will last about 4 months and will end with an online 

European matchmaking event where the companies from around Europe 

that participated to the Acceleration Programme will have the opportunity 

to meet in person and talk about potential collaborations and cooperation 

opportunities. It will be also a moment of consolidation of INTonomous Value 

Chain for Canada and a further opportunity to receive focused training. 

 

Secondly, the top ranked selected companies will actually go to Canada.  

The Mission provides the opportunity to take part to a structured business 

programme, to meet in person potential partners and local market experts, 

and to develop potential collaborations and cooperation opportunities with 

different stakeholders. 

2.1. Conditions of eligibility 

This open call is addressed to companies that meet the following criteria: 
- To be a European SME or start-up, 

- To have at least one Autonomous driving solution, such as the ones 

described in section 1.2, already marketable, 

- To be interested in approaching the Autonomous driving markets in 

Canada, 

- To be committed in taking part to the Acceleration Programme, 

including the online EU matchmaking event, assuring the participation 

to the planned activities. 

 
Eligible countries 

SMEs and start-ups established in the Member States countries of the 

European Union (EU) or part of the COSME countries list 

(https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/cosm

e/legal/3rd-country-participation_en.pdf) are eligible to apply to 

INTonomous Open Calls. 

 
SMEs definition 

INTonomous considers as SME any Micro-Small-Medium Enterprise fulfilling the 

European Commission Recommendation 2003/361/EC (http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32003H0361&locale=en )and the 

SME user guide. 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/cosme/legal/3rd-country-participation_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/other_eu_prog/cosme/legal/3rd-country-participation_en.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32003H0361&amp;locale=en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32003H0361&amp;locale=en
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Summarising, the criteria that define a SME are: 

• Independent, partner or linked enterprises, with financial and staff figures 

calculated in accordance to instructions given by Recommendation 

2003/361/EC to fulfil SMEs criterion. 

• Headcount in Annual Work Unit (AWU) less than 250. 

• Annual turnover less or equal to €50 million OR annual balance sheet total less 

or equal to €43 million. 

 

Start-ups that have already a product, solution and/or service in the market 

can also apply to this Open Call. 

 
Marketable solution 

A product / service / application that is already commercialised, at least in 

the local market. 

 

2.2. Expression of interest 

To participate to this Open Call, each interested company must fill in the 

application form available at the link: Call for Interest Form.  

 

The form will allow the profiling and mapping of the company and its 

solution(s) in order to have a better knowledge and understanding of its 

offering, competences and experiences in terms of internationalisation. The 

provided information will help to analyse the company, classify it within the 

INTonomous Value chains, and better organise and execute the 

acceleration services. 

 

The application form is divided in 5 sections, addressing different aspects of 

the company: 
- Company general information 

- Section 1: Company profile 

- Section 2: Autonomous Driving solution(s) 

- Section 3: Internationalisation activity 

- Section 4: International perspectives going international: Canada 

- Section 5: Commitment to Acceleration programme 

 

Applicants have to provide the description of the Autonomous Driving 

solution they’re going to propose to the Canadian markets. Up to 3 solutions 

can be submitted. 

 
Conditions for the submission 

IMPORTANT: when filling in the online form, it is not possible to save the 

answers and modify them in a second moment; all fields have to be filled at 

the same time. To easily prepare your answers, you can download the fac 

simile document. It shows all the questions and information you will need to 

answer when filling the form. We strongly suggest gathering all the requested 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeZTvktzV7sO6QK8unjlKiBaW11VH4Kh6-jUeOi5CXGgG4HJg/formResponse
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5fc4f4e216f6d44b07d88259/t/602cde8d5405054c4f899d51/1613553296530/Facsimile_INTonomous_Canada.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5fc4f4e216f6d44b07d88259/t/602cde8d5405054c4f899d51/1613553296530/Facsimile_INTonomous_Canada.pdf
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information before starting the submission. When doing so, filling out the 

Application form should require about 20 minutes. 
 

Language 

The application form must be filled in English. Applications received in other 

languages won’t be taken into consideration. 

 
Deadline 

The application form will be available online from 17th February 2021 12:00 until 

1 April 2021 at 12:00. 

2.3. INTonomous services beneficiaries 
 

The companies that gather all the requirements of this Open Call will become 

the beneficiaries of the INTonomous Acceleration Programme and, if highly 

ranked and participated to at least 3 Acceleration Services and the online 

EU matchmaking event, then also of the International Programme for 

Canada. 

 

The programme includes different activities, workshops and other formats of 

training and mentoring focused on Canada’s target markets. The content of 

these activities will be tailored according to the profile of the companies 

participating in the Acceleration Programme. These activities will be 

organised by each partner of the INTonomous Consortium and held in 

webinars and in one online European Match- Making Event. 

 

The services are provided to support the companies on one side with 

information and expertise delivered by INTonomous Consortium or external 

partners/experts and on the other side the workshops with the selected 

Teams helps the Consortium to collect the needs and wishes in preparing a 

tailored mission. 

 

The dates of the mentioned activities will be published in the GOING 

INTERNATIONAL section of the project website with due time and will also be 

communicated to the companies participating in INTonomous Acceleration 

Programme. 

 

The Acceleration Programme consists in: 

 
1. Training, coaching and mentoring, EU matchmaking event (Webinars from May to September 
2021) 

• Training on Internationalisation and new market entry strategies 

• Training on Autonomous driving market trends and opportunities 

• Training on Canada cultural, legal and fiscal features 

• Online EU Matchmaking event with INTonomous SMEs participating in the 

Canada programme 
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2. International Mission in Canada (Fall Semester 2021) 

 
A) Mission activities 

 

The target country is Canada, and especially Ontario and Quebec, during Fall 

Semester 2021. 

 

Preparatory training specifically focused on the Mission will be provided: one-day pre-

departure workshop (on webinar, for all European SMEs involved in the mission) 

structured in 2 modules, carried out by qualified professionals, market and sector 

experts.  

o Commercial: overview and business tips about the potential partners / buyers / 

clients that European companies will meet in the mission  

o Technical: doing a successful business: (i) contracts and legal issues; (ii) customs and 

fiscal procedures; (iii) non-tariff barriers if any. 

 

The business missions activities will include: 

o Customised B2B and matchmaking sessions with potential buyers and partners  

o Site visits/meetings to potential partners/companies/cities, interested in 

collaborating with the European companies 

o Business networking with local players, institutions and large companies  

o EU SMEs Pitch session with potential buyers or investors 

o Collective sessions on Autonomous driving opportunities, strategic market insights  

o Participation to an international sectorial fair (not mandatory, only if content related 

to the INTonomous scope)  

 

 

B) Mission costs 

The participation to the Mission’s activities is free for the selected SMEs/start-

ups. Only 1 person per SME/start-up can participate. 

 

Lunches and snacks for the daily activities will be included in the Mission. 

 

Each company must cover its own traveling expenses, accommodation and 

eventually dinners. 

 

10 companies will be selected to receive reimbursement for covering part of the 

travelling and accommodation costs (1000€/SME). 

 

Reimbursement is assured only for European Union and COSME SMEs 

(responding to the EU definition: see Conditions of eligibility) attending the 

entire mission programme (Canada) and only if expenses are supported by 

the original receipts. 
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3. Conditions of participation for the selected companies 

3.1. Open Call publication and FAQs 
The Open Call has been published on 17th February 2020 at 12:00. 

The Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), gathered via e-mail at 

info@intonomous.eu from the day the call is published until 5 days before the 

submission deadline, will be shared, and updated regularly, in the Open Call 

webpage. 
 

3.2. Applications reception 
Only online applications will be considered eligible. The final deadline for 

submission is on 1 April 2021 at 12:00. 

3.3. Evaluation criteria 

 

Table 2 - Evaluation Criteria 
Criteria Points 

SECTION 1 – Company profile 20 

Focus on Autonomous Driving 10 

Presence of sales/marketing staff 10 

SECTION 2 – Proposed 

Solution/competence 

40 

Defined value proposition 20 

Clients/customer profiling 10 

Competitors     5 

Solution readiness for 

internationalisation (i.e. in English or in 

process, in line with the standards, etc.) 

    5 

Section 3 – International activity 15 

International experience     5 

Website in English    10 

Section 4 – International perspectives - 

Going international: Canada 

25 

Presence of an internationalisation 

plan/strategy/objectives 

10 

Motivations to expand to the target 
international markets 

10 

Knowledge of the target market      5 

TOTAL SCORE 100 

 

3.4.  Evaluation procedure 
The evaluation will be carried out by the Consortium Partners of the 

INTonomous project. It will take into consideration the defined criteria and will 

last 15 days from the submission deadline. 
 

mailto:info@intonomous.eu
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3.5.  Selection 
A minimum score of 50 points is required to be admitted to the Acceleration 

programme. The first 15 companies in the ranking will be eligible to 

participate to Acceleration programme, and the 10 first companies to 

receive reimbursement for covering part of the travelling and 

accommodation costs (1000€/SME) for the International Mission. All 

applicants will be informed of the final results of the evaluation procedure 

within 15 days. 

 

In case of a tie score between different companies, the companies from the 

less represented European country will prevail over the ones of already 

represented country to assure a balanced participation from companies 

coming from different European countries. 
 

Each selected company will have to confirm its commitment to follow the 

Acceleration Programme and International Mission, assuring its participation 

to the planned activities. 

 

Companies highly ranked will have to take part to at least 3 acceleration 

services and participate to the online EU matchmaking event in order to take 

part to the mission to Canada. 
 

3.6.  Important dates and deadlines 
The following table summarises the main dates and deadlines for the Open 

Call application, evaluation and results’ communication process. 
 

Table 3 - Main dates for Open Call  – WR2 
Open Call – Canada Date / Deadline 

Publishing date 17 February 2021 at 12:00 

Deadline for submission 1 April 2021 at 12:00 

Evaluation period 16 April 2021 

Selection communication 17 April 2021 

Acceleration services 1 May – 15 September 2021 

EU Matchmaking event  May/June 2021 

International Mission Fall 2021 
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4. Contact Point 

 
For any information please send an email to info@intonomous.eu specifying 

the topic of the request and the question/doubt/information needed. 

 

Answers will be published on INTonomous project website 

www.intonomous.eu and communicated to the applicants by e-mail. 

 

 
Disclaimer © 2021, INTonomous. This project is funded by the European Union’s Clusters 

Go International Programme under Grant Agreement 951191. The content of this 

document represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility; it 

cannot be considered to reflect the views of the European Commission and/or the 

Executive Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME) or any other body 

of the European Union. The European Commission and the Agency do not accept any 

responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains. All Rights 

Reserved. 
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